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Successful four day visit
to the Emerald Isle

Fourteen WHS members, led by Tony
Roche, enjoyed a unique opportunity to
explore wall coverings in important homes
across the south of Ireland for four days in
late May of this year. Included on the pro-
gramme was Lismore Castle, situated in a
spectacular river front location in Co. Wa-
terford, and Irish home of the dukes of
Devonshire since 1753.
restored in the 1850s by Augustus Pugin
and his principal craftsman, John Crace.
A highlight of the trip was the visit to Swiss
Cottage, Cahir, Co. Tipperary, where wall-
paper specialist David Skinner spoke to the
group about the magnificent, restored Du-
four wallpaper depicting Rives du Bosphore
featured in one of the rooms there. Later

yet another delight came in the form of
Bantry House and Garden, Co. Cork,
home of Egerton and Brigitte Shelswell
White and their four children, descendants
of the earls of Bantry. The home, which
also offers accommodation, is situated on a
magnificent site overlooking Bantry Bay.
It was here that we discovered tapestries

The castle wasfrom Versailles and Spanish leather wall-

coverings, alongside important collections
of furniture and obj
of the trip featured a tour of Cork City,

which included St F
designed by William Burges, and Univer-
sity College Cork, where the Ogham Stones
are displayed. A debt of gratitude is owed
to David Skinner, for taking the time to

that same day, the group was granted spe- accompany the group for part of the pro-

cial access to Headborough House, nowgramme. Thanks most of all to Tony
under American ownership, where we ad- Roche, for organising a fabulously interest-
mired the beautiful Desfosse & Karth sce- ing and successful trip, which was enjoyed
nic wallpaper entitted Le Réve de Bon- immensely by all.

heur, dating to the 1850s, again in the com-
pany of David Skinner. The next day, fol-

IOWing a Splendid drive along the Rlng of More images page 5
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Dr Susan House Wade
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Holiday Travels Bring Wallpaper Surprises

Last July we relaxed in a delightful Hudson Valley farm-

house in New York State. Ever curious to learn more about
the regionbés history, we f o
ited 6Lindenwal dé, t he "Pmsie
dent of the United States (18371.841). The Van Buren estate
is not far from the Hudson River and has recently been re-
stored by the U. S. Nati on
was originally a farm of only 39 acres but today it hasn-

creased in size to 300 acres after the passage of a Publi

Lands Act in 2009. I

What a treat to find the refurbished interior in pristine con-
dition. Period wallpapers grace all the rooms and halls. But
the most spectacular sight of all was an unexpected delight [
in the dining room where we found ourselves gazing at the
beauty of an original panoramic wallpaper by Zuber
printed in 1831, Paysage a Chassesr Hunting Scene. The
paper was purchased by Van Buren and hung in the dining
hall during the redecoration period 183941. Curatorial
research confirms that this wallpaper and a carpet from
Brussels were among the few remaining possessions known
to have been placed there by Van Buren himself.

See the images here, courtesy of Marcia Lee Metzger, Office
Automation Assistant at Lin
the way, just in case you're worried- we don't use real can-

dles or oil lamps in the house only electric ones! As you [#
can see from the photos, the paper on the East and West |
walls (the short ones) is quite a bit lighter than on the long
North and South walls. This East and West Wall paper was
reproduced for us by Zuber and the bright colors actually

give a better idea of how all the wallpaper would have ap-
peared back in Martin Van B

A few facts about this panoramic hunting scene will illumi-
nate its complexity:

It was printed from approximately 1250 woodblocks in
142 colors, and takes its place among the fine scenic wall- |
papers which were produced in France at that time. The
32 panels necessary to complete the four hunting scenes
are repeated 11/2 times, giving 45 panels on the north
and south walls (each panel measuring eight feet long
and 181/2 inches wide).

This was one of the highlights of our summer holiday. Out-
side the house, we picnicked on the stunning grounds of the
estate and enjoyed the tranquil setting. If you ever pass that
way, make sure to stop in.

You will find the estate, 6
Road Kinderhook, New York 12106

For a fuller account of this beautifully restored residence go
to:

http://www.nps.gov/history/nri/travel/presidents/
van_buren_lindenwald.html

Did You Know?

Martin Van Buren was the first president born in the

United States of America. He was born December 5, 1782,
six years after the colonies declared independence from
Britain. The seven previous presidents were all born British
subjects.

Abby Cronin
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Emery Walker Trust

7 Hammersmith Terracas an internationally important
historic house full of William Morris treasures managed
by the Emery Walker Trust. One of a terrace of Geor-

we st end of Hammer smitho]
home of Sir Emery Walker. A great printer and anti-
quary who helped his friend and neighbour William
Morris to set up the Kelmscott Press, Walker lived at
the house from 1903 until his death in 1933.

Wal ker 6s daughter Dor ot hyp
house as it had been in h
of decoration reflects the style of the homes of hi
friends, William Morris and Phillip Webb. Full of origi-
nal William Morris wallpapers, textiles and furniture, it
is one of the best preserved Arts and Crafts interior in
Britain. All the rooms shown to the public are decorated
with original Morris & Co wallpaper including patterns
such as OWill owb, 6Dai sy
room is papered in a rare
has small blue bubbles behind the leaves.

nner

Tours only run between the months of April and September and are likely to be very limited in 2011 while the Trust fo-
cuses on fundraising. For more information please visit www.emerywalker.org.uk

By Sophie Slade

Off The Wall

Taking inspiration from the WhiWalsdret
Talking: Wallpaper, Art and Culture a Manchesterbased youth group created a

speci al wal |l paper for the Galleryos
(LGYM) worked with artist Lucy Burscough to design the wallpaper, which ex-
plored the young peoplebs feelings a

ated a 3D piece using unusual materials such as barbeque charcoal and expand{#

ing foam, which was photographed and then digitally manipulated. The wallpa-

per was on display in the café from 14 August7 October 2010. This project was

supported by Renaissance North West, Garfield Weston and Manchester Pride,
and featured in the Manchester Pride 2010 Fringe Festival

Photo: Joel Fildes
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Kenwoo

d Visit

On a typical English summer ds
the downpours in the park inside Kenwood House, where Treve
Rosoman unlocked the secrets of the English Heritage collection
of historic wallpapers. Treve brought to our visit both his unri-
valled knowledge of this collection, assembled since ¢.1903, and
personal involvement in the acquisition of papers from London
houses. Ably assisted by Phillipa Mapes, roll after roll was laid
out for our inspection. Treve
ate both the value of exact Kk
the subtle differences observable in paper quality and variations
in printing. Highlights included the papers attributed to Abra-
ham Price, and the extraordinary story of the finding of the
Chippendale drawing at 26, Soho Square.

[0
n

Many thanks to Treve for such an enlightening afternoon,
which ended with a welcome cup of tea in the excellent café
(itself decorated print room style).

Dr. Clare Taylor
Open University, Faculty of Arts

Me mbers may be interested in t

day the WHS took refuge ffJo

us t
|l ocati

all owed
paper 6s

s selections
owl edge of a

he

(@}

revised edition of Trev

1992 cataloguel.ondon Wallpapers: Their manufacture and use

16901840(English Heritage, 2009) that accompanied the 1992

18th Century floral from 29 Sackville Street, London W

exhibition of the same title. ISBN 978 1 84802 048 1

Strawberry Hill

House Tour 20th October 2010

Readers will be aware from recentWVHS
Reviewsof the discovery of historical wall-
papers during the initial phase of work at
Strawberry Hill House. Many have now
been conserved and are presented to the
visitor, whilst work on the state rooms is
ongoing. Walpol eébs
each room were often clearly discernable
from the fragments discovered. Where
possible, the decision has been made to
restore these rooms to their appearance in
1790. Many areas of the house are cur-
rently open for a limited time by appoint-
ment.

A O6discoverydéd room
one of the early rooms of the house, adja-
cent to the new cloister restaurant. Here,
various layers of history of the house are
conserved (rather than restored) and ex-
hibited to the visitor; it is like looking
through the skin of an onion. Timber
paneling of 1698 (preWalpole) is ex-
posed; a fire surround shows the ghosts of
Walpole-esque pinnacles which had previ-
ously graced its mantle. A gap between
the top of the panelling and the ceiling
suggests a cornice; and scraps of paper
and paint suggest
black and yellow decorative scheme. An
anagl pyta paper fro
served on the ceiling; one wonders what
future generations will make of it.
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Lady Wal degravebs e
can also be seen, preserved within the tim-
ber floor. A small opening in the corner
leads to a narrow space which has previ-
ously served both as a corridor and a cup-
board; mirrors present three layers of

i a small floral repeat, a geometric pattern,
and a bird print, attributed to Lady Wal-
degrave. This little room thus provides a |
vehicle by which to interpret the rest of the | = =
house, and also (by contrast with the state|
rooms) the attitude informing the current
programme of work.

h ia \scifateh@ ta be abledoavisiteth housa |

during this phase of ongoing work. The
provision of such access begs the questio
whether public visits could be accommo-
dated more often during conservation or
restoration schemes. They would, perhaps,
go some way towards raising awareness o
historic papers, both in the professional
and public domain.

Emma Green, ARP Anthony Richardson &
Partners Architects, London

Chalcraft, A. 6The
Wal ppd gdrs i 5t rai kdontgh ij
per History Review, 2004/5, pp.5563; and
mhaher dPt/00A. i suPd £
The Wallpaper History Review, 2008, p.91
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